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August 19, 2018 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parishioners and Members of the OLGC community,  
 
This weekend I had wanted to give a reflection on the Eucharist and Christ being the 
center of our life.  I didn’t really want to talk about the US Grand Jury report because 
quite frankly, I don’t really know what to say, words seem so inadequate. 
 
Over the last few days, I’ve talked to clergy and laity and it has been like a wake. 
There’s a sense of grief, of loss and anger, and pain and shame, and yes, even 
weariness.  I forced myself to read some of the report, it’s very painful reading, and I 
couldn’t complete it.  And I wondered what can I, as your pastor, say to my people? 
 
There are no words I can say to convey the sense of betrayal I feel by my fellow 
clergy who committed these horrible crimes.  I’m at a loss for words to convey my 
regret and sorrow for the burden and pain that victims have lived with for decades.  
 
Is there any consolation I can offer you? Any reassurance?  I can tell you that I 
genuinely believe that the vast majority of my brother priests are men of integrity and 
goodness.  Indeed, that has been my personal experience of them.  They are certainly 
not complicit in or indifferent to a crime against anyone. 
 
I can tell you that the safety, well-being, and protection of children, as well as adults, 
is treated very seriously in this parish.  Every member of the clergy, religious, every 
employee and volunteer that has contact with children is VIRTUS trained (namely 
trained in the correct behavior and boundaries in regards to children, and vigilance 
towards any sign of danger or inappropriate behavior), fingerprinted, and must clear a 
complete background check. 
 
Every priest that comes to celebrate mass at OLGC must bring with him a letter 
showing he is in good standing as a priest in his diocese.  The safeguards are stringent 



and enforced, and they will continue to be.  I can promise you my continued 
commitment and vigilance in ensuring the safety of your children. 
I desire real and just consequences for those criminally responsible, and a continued 
self-examination of conscience by the Church, and the courage for actual and 
continued reform. 
I ask for your continued cooperation in making our parish a place of safety and 
security, a sacred place, a place of consolation, a place to learn and grow, a place of 
justice, a place to belong, a spiritual home... a place filled with joy and hope ...with 
the love …with the life of Christ. 
 
I’d invite anyone who would like to discuss these issues, to come and meet with me or 
Fr. Jack. 
 
May I finish by praying and inviting you to pray for all victims of abuse, especially 
those failed by the Church. 
 
Your brother in Christ,  

 
 
 
 

Fr. Damian McElroy, 
Pastor 
 


